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Aspiring Doctor Balances Life
as EMT and Carthage Student

Being raised in Kenosha made choosing Car-
thage College a natural decision for pre-med stu-
dent Alan Navarrete. Staying close to home allowed
him to balance his
academic goals with
work and community
connections he’s been
working to build over
his life.

Now a sophomore,
Alan is pursuing a major
in neuroscience with a

Alan Navarrete

Alan believes programs
like the Wisconsin Grant
are essential for students,
especially those who want
to stay close to home and
build futures within their
communities.

healthcare.

minor in psychology.
Along with his
studies at Carthage, he
works as an emergency
medical technician
(EMT) in Milwaukee,
gaining experience to
reinforce his passion for

“I've lived in Kenosha almost all of my life, and
being able to commute about twenty minutes to
campus made it an easy choice,” he says.

For Alan, proximity wasn’t the only deciding
factor when choosing a college. After briefly
attending community college, he realized that he
wanted a more focused academic environment. At
Carthage, the smaller class sizes and connections
with professors helped him to stay engaged and

committed to his goals.

Like many college students, Alan’s first year
commuting came with challenges. Balancing
coursework with EMT training made it difficult to
build connections with others on campus, and he
often found himself going home right after class.
However, over time, he began to find his place.

By his sophomore year, Alan started to get more
involved on campus by joining organizations like Mi
Gente, a student organization that aims to
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Future Teacher Thrives at St.
Norbert College

St. Norbert College (SNC) education student
Reese Neumann found more than a strong
academic program when choosing a college; she
found a place that felt like home.

“l chose SNC because it felt like home. Being
adopted as a young child, family came to mean
everything to me,” says Reese, a Fond du Lac
native and graduate of St. Mary’s Springs Academy.
“After my tour, | had the sense that St. Norbert
was a place where | could not only survive as a
student, but thrive!”

Reese was also drawn to SNC’s highly regarded
education program. “l also knew that the
education program was one of the best in the
state, and as a future teacher it was important to
me to have the four-year graduation guarantee,
not to mention more than 200 hours of teaching
before | even get to
my student teaching
placement.”

Her experience at
St. Norbert has ex-
ceeded expectations.
“1 have found ways
to make me feel like
a truly independent
individual while know-
ing that | contribute
to the Norbertine
charism of commnio.”

Reese is involved
as a student coordi-
nator of admissions,
tour guide, student
program assistant for the Cassandra Voss Center,
parish catechist, CatholicLink student worker, and
previously served as a resident assistant. She is also
active in Chiara, Knights for Life, Ultimate Frisbee
Club, Aspiring Educators, the St. Norbert Times,
and intramural sports.

Reese Neumann

“Having this grant has
allowed me to still work
hard for school, but to work
jobs on campus that allow
me to give back to the
community.”
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The Wisconsin Grant Program

Our private, nonprofit colleges
and universities operate without
direct taxpayer support, but
provide invaluable public service
to the state, educating more than
53,000 students a year. Many of
Wisconsin’s best and brightest
need financial help to attend the
college of their choice.

Since 1965, the Wisconsin Grant
has help qualified Wisconsin
citizens succeed. Wisconsin
Achievers share success stories
of Wisconsinites at WAICU-
member campuses for whom the
Wisconsin Grant Program has
made a significant difference.

Alan Navarrete

highlight and educate the communi-
ty about Hispanic culture, and meet-
ing people through shared relation-

ships. As his network grew, so did his
social and academic confidence.

“It took a bit to get my footing,”
he explains, “but once | started
branching out and meeting more
people, things really started to
change.”

Financial aid played a key role
in making his education possible.
Support from programs like the
Wisconsin Grant has helped to ease
the financial burden of schooling
and allowed him to focus on his
studies and future career.

Alan believes programs like the
Wisconsin Grant are essential for stu-
dents, especially those who want to
stay close to home and build futures
within their communities.

“| want to stay here,” he says.

“1f | build all of my connections in
one place, it helps keep everything
together for my future.”

Before coming to Carthage, Alan
took time after high school to figure
out what he wanted to do.

“1'm very different from how |
was when | was eighteen,” he says.
“My advice is to take your time and
figure out what you really want to
do before jumping into college.”

With a clearer sense of purpose
and growing experience in the med-
ical field, Alan is making the most
of his time at Carthage by choosing
to stay close to home and lay the
groundwork for his future in his pre-
built community.

Reese Neumann

She has been able to stay
so involved at St. Norbert and
continue her education thanks
to the financial support she has
received, including the Wisconsin
Grant. “Having this grant has
allowed me to still work hard for
school, but to work jobs on campus
that allow me to give back to the
community. It also takes off a great
deal of stress that comes from
financial burdens, especially those
that are added as | take on unpaid
student teaching placements, ”
Reese explains.

Reese is pursuing a double
major in secondary education and
English, along with a minor in
philosophy and a possible Spanish
certificate. Her calling to education
developed through participation in
a Teen Court program in Fond du
Lac County.

“One day, a student told me
that he didn’t have any remorse for
the crime he committed because
he was bound to amount to noth-
ing in life, simply because of the
situation he was born into,” she
says. “Having been in foster care,
| resonated with this student’s line
of reasoning, but wanted him to
understand that he is not defined
by his circumstances.”

“This is the day that | realized
that | didnt want to see this stu-
dent (or students in similar circum-
stances) in court as adults.” Reese
says. “If | can help one student feel
more confident in themself and in
their abilities, then my time teach-
ing will have been worth it!”
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