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Investments in Private Colleges Benefit
Communities

Across Wisconsin, private, nonprofit college campuses are alive with
learning that reaches far beyond the classroom. From community clinics
to manufacturing floors to local school districts, students are putting
knowledge into action every day.

These efforts are intentional and innovative, designed to meet real
community needs while preparing students for in-demand careers. For
decades, Wisconsin’s private, nonprofit colleges and universities have
been trusted partners in workforce development and community vitality.

A proposed Innovation Grant Program (Senate Bill 1069) would help
campuses expand this high-impact programming, strengthening
Wisconsin communities and the state’s talent pipeline. Likewise,
lawmakers considered action to support low-middle income students
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(Senate Bill 1031), whose families earn too much to quality for federal

Pell Grants.
Our Colleges Are Innovative

Investing in Students
Means Investing in Wisconsin

President & CEO w /
Eric W. Fulcomer's

Independent Insights

Our state’s longstanding
commitment to the Wisconsin
Grant Program demonstrates a
clear priority: ensuring that
students, including those with
the greatest financial need, can
pursue a college degree. That
investment matters. It has changed the lives of generations of
students.

However, there is a growing group of students who are from low-
to middle-income families who earn too much to qualify for Pell
Grants and other need-based aid, yet not enough to comfortably
afford college. They are often first-generation college students and
individuals balancing coursework with jobs, caregiving
responsibilities, and rising living costs.

Talent Starts With Access

Celebrating Sixty-Five Years of Impact
and What Comes Next
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For sixty-five years, the Wisconsin Association of Independent Colleges
and Universities (WAICU) has united private, nonprofit colleges and
universities around a shared commitment to educational opportunity.
What began as a bold idea, to work together as a sector, has grown into
a powerful model of collaboration, advocacy, and impact.

From shaping smart public policy and securing critical student aid to
launching nationally recognized cost-saving collaborative services,
WAICU has helped institutions preserve independence while
strengthening access, affordability, and accountability. As we celebrate
this milestone, we honor a legacy built on partnerships that save dollars,
open doors, and deliver results for students, and look ahead to the next
chapter of innovation and shared success for Wisconsin communities.

Better. Together.

This is Big!...
New Animated Video Explores the WAICU
Impact on Wisconsin’s Economy

Each year, we generate

$788 m|“|0n in federal, state,

and local taxes.

What does higher education contribute to Wisconsin’s economy? A lot!
Watch our new animated video to explore the $5.4 billion impact, jobs
supported, alumni influence, tax contributions, and more in this new

animated video, powered by WAICU’s Economic Impact Study. Our
private, nonprofit colleges and universities drive real results statewide.

Watch the Video

Check Out These College Highlights
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Carroll University Launches Behavioral Health
Responder Certification

As workplaces, schools, and public-facing professions increasingly
encounter behavioral health crises, Carroll University has launched a
new certification program aimed at preparing non-clinical professionals
to respond effectively in those moments.

Concordia University Wisconsin Breaks Ground
on New Nursing Wing

At hospitals,
clinics, and care
facilities across
Wisconsin, nurses
are often the
steady presence
patients remember
most, the
reassuring voice,
the careful
attention, the P—
compassionate L 4
hand during moments that matter most.

Concordia University Wisconsin is preparing the next generation of
these caregivers.

Herzing University Expands Student Mental
Health Access Through Uwill

Herzing University continues to strengthen its commitment to student
well-being by expanding access to mental health and wellness resources
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through its partnership with Uwill, a
comprehensive virtual counseling
platform. Recognizing that today’s
students often balance academic,
professional, and personal
responsibilities, the university is
focused on providing flexible,
accessible support that meets
students where they are.

Lakeland named 2025 Sheboygan County
Economic Driver of the Year

Lakeland University was named co-winner of the prestigious 2025
Economic Driver of the Year Award by the Sheboygan County
Economic Development Corporation (SCEDC). The award is given to a
business in Sheboygan County that continuously makes a significant
impact on Sheboygan County's economy.

Medical College of Wisconsin Receives
Prestigious, Nationwide Designation for
Excellence in Community Engagement

The Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW) recently received the 2026
Carnegie Community Engagement (CE) Classification, a designation
awarded by the American Council on Education and the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching to acknowledge U.S.
colleges and universities that have substantial and transformative
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engagement with their communities. This
prestigious recognition exemplifies
MCW?’s deep commitment to community
engagement efforts across all its campuses
and with a robust network of community
partners.

Mount Mary University Institute Will Promote
Education, Health, and
Technology Support for Women

Mount Mary University is a private Catholic institution in Milwaukee
dedicated to empowering women through education. The university
continues to build on its long-standing mission with the launch of the
Institute for the Advancement of Women and Children (IAWC).
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Dr. Eric T. Baumgartner Named President of
Milwaukee School of Engineering

After years of shaping Milwaukee School of Engineering’s academic
vision, Eric T. Baumgartner, PhD is now leading the university as its
sixth President. A formal Presidential Inauguration was held April 24,
2026.

$1 Million Gift For Viterbo Scholarship
Honors Life of Nursing Alumna

The family of Nancy
Haggerty has gifted $1
million to Viterbo
University to establish
an endowed nursing
scholarship honoring
her life and legacy as a
compassionate nurse
and dedicated servant
to others.

Spotlight on Sponsors

The Support That Makes It Possible: Thanking
Our 2026 Summit Sponsors
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The 2026 Wisconsin Higher Education Summit is made possible
through the generous partnership of our sponsors. We are especially
thankful to our Platinum Sponsor, Husch Blackwell, whose leadership
and expertise help ensure the Summit remains a trusted and timely
forum during a period of significant change for higher education.

We also gratefully acknowledge our Gold Sponsor, Transamerica, and
our Book Sponsor, Pathify. We also share our deepest thanks with our
Silver Sponsors, Acadeum, Fiducient Advisors (A Wealthramp
Company), KW2, Marsh, Forvis Mazars, M3 Insurance, SAGE
Scholars, and Workday, for their invaluable partnership and commitment
to higher education.

Thank You Sponsors

Counselor News & Notes

Funded Summer Internships Connect WAICU
Students with Nonprofits

The WAICU Nonprofit Internship Program offers students from
Wisconsin’s private colleges and universities a paid opportunity to gain
hands-on experience with nonprofit organizations across the state. With
support from two Wisconsin foundations, sixteen funded internships,
including stipends and scholarships, will be available for summer 2026.

Explore the Program

Visit Wisconsin's 20 Independent Colleges!
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editor@waicu.org
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