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Collaborative Purchasing: A Proven Strategy for
College Affordability

WAICU's collaborative purchasing initiatives continue to deliver
significant savings for Wisconsin's private colleges. By negotiating
contracts collectively, member institutions lower operating costs,
strengthen campus services, and direct more resources toward financial
aid and keeping higher education affordable for students and families.

Learn More Here

Private, Nonprofit Colleges Tackling Affordability 

President & CEO
Eric W. Fulcomer's Independent Insights
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Affordability isn't built
through a single solution.
From generous financial aid to
collaborative cost-saving
initiatives and on-time
graduation, Wisconsin's
private colleges are using
multiple strategies to help
students succeed. Read more
about what's making a
difference.

Tackling Affordability

Wisconsin Private Colleges, Paying for College
101

Watch this video to learn how the financial aid process works at
Wisconsin’s Private Colleges and how WAICU institutions keep costs
affordable.  Institutional aid raised by the colleges and universities,
combined with federal Pell Grants and the Wisconsin Grant reduce the
net cost of attendance and expand access for students from every
economic background. 

Watch the Video

Check Out These College Highlights

https://www.wisconsinsprivatecolleges.org/news/private-nonprofit-colleges-tackling-affordability/
https://www.wisconsinsprivatecolleges.org/news/private-nonprofit-colleges-tackling-affordability/
https://www.wisconsinsprivatecolleges.org/news/private-nonprofit-colleges-tackling-affordability/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLWKwY4ZFmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLWKwY4ZFmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLWKwY4ZFmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLWKwY4ZFmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLWKwY4ZFmo


From Pilot Program to 430 Students: Healthcare
Academy Expands Across Northeast Wisconsin 

Just three years ago, Bellin
College launched Healthcare
Academy, an initiative designed
to give students an early look at
healthcare careers while
simultaneously helping to
address workforce shortages
across Northeast Wisconsin.  
What started as a small pilot
program with two partner high
schools and 39 students has grown into a regional collaboration serving
430 students from seventeen partner schools in 2025. Bellin College
anticipates expanding the program to twenty schools this year. 

New Carthage
Nursing Center
Mirrors the Real
Thing

Carthage College celebrated
the opening of the Duncan
Family Nursing Education
Center, an 11,000-square-foot facility that expands hands-on nursing
education with state-of-the-art simulation labs and collaborative
learning spaces. The center strengthens healthcare workforce
development while supporting the college's growing School of Health.
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Students Will Benefit from Lakeland University
Youth Apprenticeship Partnership 

Lakeland University is offering academic credit for work experience
completed through Wisconsin’s Youth Apprenticeship (YA) program,
the latest innovation in removing barriers many students face to
completing a college degree. 

Lawrence University Wellness-Focused
Construction Projects

Lawrence
University has
announced Level
Up, a major campus
initiative to enhance
student wellness and
success. The project
begins with
construction of The
Hub, a new facility
that brings together
fitness, recreation,
athletics, and music

in one collaborative space﻿.
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Marquette Parent Gives Major Gift to Endow
Internationally Recognized Marquette Mentors

Program 
 
Marquette University's internationally recognized Marquette Mentors
program has received a transformational gift from parent and mentor
Daniel S. Jaffee, ensuring the program's future while expanding
opportunities for students to connect with alumni mentors for career and
professional guidance.

MSOE Unveils Bold Plan to Integrate Applied AI
into All Degree Programs

Milwaukee School of Engineering has launched a university-wide
framework to integrate applied AI across every academic program,
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ensuring all graduates develop the technical skills, ethical foundation,
and practical experience needed to lead in an AI-driven workforce.

Viterbo University Nutrition and Dietetics
Program Celebrates Golden Anniversary

Viterbo University
marked the fiftieth
anniversary of its
Nutrition and Dietetics
program, celebrating
five decades of
innovation in dietitian
education. Today, the
program offers
nationwide supervised
practice placements

and flexible pathways that prepare students for successful healthcare
career.

Leveling the Playing Field: How a Free Event is
Opening College Doors for Local Athletes 

Wisconsin Lutheran
College welcomed
more than 200 student-
athletes to its annual
IgniteMKE Showcase,
a free event that
provides Milwaukee-
area football players
with recruiting
exposure, college
connections, and

greater access to higher education by eliminating financial barriers to
participation.

Spotlight on Sponsors

The Support That Makes It Possible

The 2026 Wisconsin Higher Education Summit is made possible
through the generous partnership of our sponsors. We are especially
thankful to our Platinum Sponsor, Husch Blackwell, whose leadership
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and expertise help ensure the Summit remains a trusted and timely
forum during a period of significant change for higher education.

We also gratefully acknowledge our Gold Sponsor, Transamerica, and
our Book Sponsor, Pathify. We also share our deepest thanks with our
Silver Sponsors, Acadeum, Fiducient Advisors (A Wealthramp
Company), KW2, Marsh, Forvis Mazars, M3 Insurance, SAGE
Scholars, and Workday, for their invaluable partnership and commitment
to higher education.

Thank You Sponsors

Counselor News & Notes

Save the Date for Fall 2026 School Counselor
Workshops

Two in-person workshops will be hosted on Tuesday, October 20, at
Carroll University and Tuesday, October 27, at Lakeland University.  

Workshops are free and include breakfast and lunch. The workshops
feature a presentation by WAICU staff on Wisconsin’s private, nonprofit
sector and a financial aid information session. Admissions
representatives from WAICU-member colleges and universities will
present directly to school counselors in small groups to highlight each
campus’ diverse academic and extracurricular programming. 

Check out our Updated Find Your Fit Tool

WAICU’s popular Find Your Fit tool has been updated and is even
more user- friendly for students in their college search process. Users
can rely on the tool to learn about the different academic and athletic
programs offered at WAICU’s twenty private, nonprofit colleges and
universities. The new upgrades allow users to filter programs by degree
level, making this search tool more impactful and easier to navigate for
middle and high school students researching their postsecondary
options.  
 
For questions about the Find Your Fit tool or any of Wisconsin’s
private, nonprofit colleges and universities, contact Taylor Hooker,
WAICU’s director of outreach and high school partnerships, at
taylor.hooker@waicu.org 
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Visit Wisconsin's Twenty Independent Colleges!

608-256-7761
rebecca.larson@waicu.org
wisconsinsprivatecolleges.org
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