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Freshman Finds her Future at
Carroll University

For Mallory Wier from Franklin, Wisconsin,
finding the right college came down to discovering
a place that felt like home while offering the
academic path and
financial support she
needed to pursue her
dream of becoming a
veterinarian.

A Carroll University
freshman from the Class
of 2030, Wier initially
expected to attend the
University of Wisconsin-
Madison, but that plan
changed after a tour of
Carroll’'s campus.

“| was drawn to
Carroll and | realized
that the campus was
very beautiful, and also

Mallory Wier

Mallory is paying for
college herself, and is
grateful for the Wisconsin
Grant and other financial
aid opportunities that help
make a college education
attainable.

an ideal place for me,” Mallory says.

Her interest grew when she began researching
Carroll’'s academic programs and discovered the
Pre-Veterinary program. Having always wanted to
become a veterinarian, Wier felt the specialized
path was a better fit for her than pursuing a
traditional biology major.

“l thought that since | had always wanted to
be a veterinarian, majoring in pre-vet would be
more beneficial for me rather than just a classic
biology major,” she says.

The more Mallory learned about Carroll, the
more she was impressed by the variety of majors,
activities, and student organizations available—
including one unexpected favorite.

“| was really surprised that there is a kickball
club,” she says. “My inner middle school
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From Medical Assistant to
Future ICU Nurse at Herzing

Lisa Filipiak has spent her entire life in the
Milwaukee area, first in Milwaukee County and
now in Mukwonago, and she has spent much of
her career in healthcare too. After fifteen years
working as a medical assistant, Lisa decided it
was time to advance her clinical career, and she
enrolled in Herzing University’s three-year BSN
program at the Brookfield campus.

Lisa has just completed her second year at
Herzing and has one year remaining before she
earns her degree. She is on track to graduate
on August 31, 2027, a milestone she has been
working toward while balancing the demands of a
rigorous nursing curriculum.

Once she graduates,
Lisa’s plan is to put
her fifteen years of
clinical experience to
work in an Intensive
Care Unit, where
she intends to build
the critical care
experience that will
support her long-
term career goal.

Ultimately, she
hopes to pursue
a doctoral degree
and become a
Nurse Anesthetist, a
path that will let her combine her deep clinical
background with advanced specialized practice.

Lisa Filipiak
“The Wisconsin Grant didn‘t
just fund my classes; it

directly empowered me to
step up and serve our local
healthcare system as a future
ICU nurse.”

None of it would be possible, Lisa says, without
the support of the Wisconsin Grant Program.
The grant has allowed her to focus on Herzing's
demanding coursework without the added
weight of financial stress, freeing her to commit
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The Wisconsin Grant Program

Our private, nonprofit colleges
and universities operate without
direct taxpayer support, but
provide invaluable public service
to the state, educating more than
53,000 students a year. Many of
Wisconsin’s best and brightest
need financial help to attend the
college of their choice.

Since 1965, the Wisconsin Grant
has help qualified Wisconsin
citizens succeed. Wisconsin
Achievers share success stories
of Wisconsinites at WAICU-
member campuses for whom the
Wisconsin Grant Program has
made a significant difference.

Mallory Wier

personality had gotten very excited
because | used to play kickball every
day.”

Ultimately, Carroll’s Pre-Veterinary
program helped make the decision
clear. Financial aid, including the
Wisconsin Grant, also played an
important role in her selection of
Carroll University. Because Mallory is
paying for college herself, knowing
that Carroll students can receive
financial assistance was a significant
factor in her decision.

The financial aid she received
has already made a meaningful
difference. Mallory received enough
assistance to avoid taking out loans
for her freshman year, eliminating
much of the financial stress she had
been carrying.

Eliminating that mental burden,
she said, will allow her to enjoy
the campus community, countless
opportunities, and memorable
experiences along the way.

Now studying Pre-Veterinary
Biology, Mallory is beginning her
Carroll journey with her sights set
firmly on a future in veterinary
medicine. She is grateful for the
Wisconsin Grant and other financial
aid opportunities that help make
a college education attainable,
allowing students to pursue their
academic goals and ultimately
achieve their career aspirations.

Lisa Filipiak
fully to her studies rather than

worrying about how to pay for
them.

“To anyone hesitant about
pursuing higher education,
these grants are proof that your
community wants to invest in
your future,” Lisa says. “It didn't
just fund my classes; it directly
empowered me to step up and
serve our local healthcare system
as a future ICU nurse.”

For Lisa, that sense of
community investment is
personal. She is not simply
completing a degree, she is
preparing to give back to the
same local healthcare system
that has shaped her career for
the past decade and a half, this
time as a nurse ready to care
for patients in their most critical
moments and, eventually, as
an advanced practice provider
specializing in anesthesia.

With one year left before
graduation, Lisa is already
looking ahead to the next
chapter of a career built on
experience, determination, and
the kind of support that makes
advanced education possible.

FACT OF THE MONTH

Students over the age of 25 make up 31 percent of
all students in WAICU.

Source: IPEDS, Fall Enrollment Survey, 2023-2024



